
   

 180

The land in farms in Madison County has varied 
from 1.09 million acres in 1978 to 1.27 million 
acres in 1992 and to 1.08 million acres in 1997.  
Land in farms in Beaverhead County has 
steadily fallen from 1.56 million acres in 1978 to 
1.15 million acres in 1997.  With land in farms 
remaining roughly constant or declining as 
farms have increased in numbers is suggestive of 
large operations being subdivided into smaller 
ones.  Average farm size in Madison County in 
1997 was 2,347 acres, compared to 3,200 acres 
per farm in Beaverhead County. 
 
The number of farm proprietors in Madison 
County has increased from 405 in 1980 to 473 in 

2000, according to employment data of the 
federal Bureau of Economic Analysis.  Other 
farm employment in addition to proprietors was 
339 in 1980 and 206 in 2000.  In Beaverhead 
County, farm proprietors numbered 292 in 1980 
and 382 in 2000, with other farm employment 
totaling 387 and 393 for these years, 
respectively.    The income received by 
agricultural producers in each county comes 
from a variety of sources, but the largest source 
by far is cash receipts from sales of livestock 
and livestock products.  Figure 17 shows gross 
agricultural receipts of all farmers and ranchers 
in Madison County over the last 20 years. 

Fig. 17: Gross Ag Income by Type in Madison County
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Gross receipts adjusted for inflation have been 
generally declining over much of the period, 
falling from over $60 million in 1980 to around 
$45 million by 1990.  After a brief rise in 1992 
to $50 million, income declined once again and 
has plateau in more recent years at around $40 
million annually.  The largest share of receipts is 

from livestock sales, which have also been 
trending downward and fairly erratic.    The 
second largest source of income is cash receipts 
from crops, but these are considerably less than 
livestock receipts.  Similar information is shown 
for Beaverhead County in Figure 18. 


